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If you had to live a day of your life as one of the living or dead personality, who

would it be and why?

Spending the day as Eleanor of Aquitaine who was one of the most powerful women
in the Middle Ages. While Queen Consort of France, she accompanied her husband,
King Louis VII, on the Second Crusade. While Queen Dowager of England, she
ruled as regent while her son, Richard I, fought in the Third Crusade. | would like to
become privy to her thought processes i.e. what factors prompted her decisions and

if she had any regrets.

What is your favorite genre and why?

Historical fiction is my favorite. History is my passion, especially ancient civilizations
and English history through the Tudor years. My novels reflect my enthusiasm, but
my historical references are merely a setting, the meat of the story involves the plight
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of the characters.

When did you start writing? What is the purpose of your writing?

My love of writing started when | was in high school. My novels have subtle themes
that shed light on problems we face today, such as the plight of the military family
when a loved one is deployed. Society as a whole tends to take things for granted,
such as freedom, which is not free. Stating a modern problem in a long ago age
lessens preconceived attitudes and hopefully, alters opinions.

Which of your work has been published so far? Would you like to share a
synopsis of your work?

Historical Fiction: The Briton and the Dane trilogy: The Briton and the Dane; The
Briton and the Dane: Birthright and The Briton and the Dane: Legacy. The Briton
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and the Dane: Concordia and The Briton and the Dane: Timeline are offshoot
novels.

MARY ANN BERNAL

Contemporary: Scribbler Tales (Volume One) - a collection of short stories.
Excerpt from The Briton and the Dane: Timeline
Prologue

It was a crisp autumn day in the year of our Lord 2066. The sun was obscured by
swollen storm clouds as wind gusts scattered leaves across the empty courtyard,
scraping tree branches against office windows.
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MARY ANN BERNAT

Malcolm tolerated Gwyneth’s obsession with a man who had died centuries ago,
but he was not sure why. Gwyneth and Erik had started the dynasty, and perhaps
Dr. Gwyneth Franger was the reincarnation of the first Gwyneth if one believed in
reincarnation.

“You are doing it again,” Malcolm thought. “Why not just admit you love the
woman and be done with it?”
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MARY ANN BERNAL

What are your forthcoming writings?

Scribbler Tales (volume two) will be released later this year.

Betrayal (short story) is included in The Independent Author Index compilation
(Volume 4) to be released in October.

Escape from Berlin (short story) is included in The Independent Author Index
compilation (Volume 5) to be released later this year.
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What are your future plans?

Currently, | am working with producers for the audio version of Scribbler Tales and
The Briton and the Dane trilogy.

Audio books of The Briton and the Dane and The Briton and the Dane: Timeline
have recently launched and are available on Audible and iTunes.
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What four top most things you take care of while writing a book?

My days are structured since family comes first. Exercising is also important as is
getting out and about, especially to attend the grandchildren’s events. However, |

have burned the midnight oil when necessary to finish a thought process or chapter.
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Pebble In The Still Waters: Author Interview: Mary Ann Bernal: Scribbler Tales: The Briton and the Dane Series
How much real life goes into fiction writing?

Stories are written based on life events, whether they happened today or centuries
ago. As the saying goes, there are only seven original stories. The topic has been
said, but it's the way you spin the tale that makes the story unique.

Is high level of imagination important to have for an Author?

Imagination, curiosity and creativity are important for everyone, not just authors.
Without these traits, boredom sets in, which stagnates the world.

Your dream destination on Earth?

Does it have to be Earth? Would love to travel the universe on the Star Ship
Enterprise - would be happy to do a five-year mission.
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Your origin of birth and other countries you have visited/ stayed. What best
things you liked in these countries around the globe?

Visiting the U.K., Ireland, Italy and Greece has been fun and rewarding. While the
historical sites are interesting, meeting the people and learning about differing
traditions is exciting. | still correspondence with people | met on my trips - it doesn’t
get any better than this.

Your zodiac/ sunsign?

Capricorn. Traditional Traits: Practical and prudent; ambitious and disciplined;
patient and careful; humorous and reserved.

Your favorite color and why?
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Teal. The color combines blue and green, my favorites.

Your favorite book and why?

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott - read by an impressionable teenager, giving rise to the
incurable romantic Anglophile adult.

Your favorite movie and why?

Centurion - the period movie is set in Roman Britain. Adds more fuel to my Roman
Empire fascination fire.

Your favorite food?
The list is lengthy, but the top three would be: Chinese, Seafood, Italian.
Your favorite sports?

Football (not soccer) and my favorite college team is Navy - GO NAVY - BEAT
ARMY
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What comes to your mind when you think of India?
The Taj Mahal built by an emperor to memorialize his wife - how romantic is that?

Some quickies: Sun or Moon, Laughter or Smile, Morning or Evening, Coffee or
Tea, Mountain or Sea, Long Drive or Short Drive, Silence or Conversation, Water
or Fire, Air or Earth, Mars or Jupiter, Tulip or Rose, Red or Blue, Left or Right,
Glance or Stare, Fame or Money, Boy or Girl, Day or Night, Tree or Plant, Love or
Passion

First thing you do in the morning after waking up?

Have a mug of coffee.

Last thing to do before sleep?

Shut off the TV, lest Poltergeist invades your space!

State your signature line/ tagline/ best quote

Never Give Up, Never Surrender - Galaxy Quest - Jason Nesmith
Relevant links: (four)

Webpage: http://www.maryannbernal.com
Publisher: http://www.whisperinglegendspress.com
Blog: http://maryannbernal.blogspot.com

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BritonandDane

Posted by jaideep khanduja at 11/03/2014 11:33:00 PM B

™M D @ - ﬂ +5 including You

Labels: Author, Author Interivew, MaryAnn Bernal, Scribbler Tales, The Briton and the Dane

Reactions E] G D D

http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/2014/11/author-interview-mary-ann-bernal.html[11/3/2014 1:01:58 PM]


https://plus.google.com/111798258270620591871
https://plus.google.com/111798258270620591871
http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/search/label/Author
http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/search/label/Author%20Interivew
http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/search/label/MaryAnn%20Bernal
http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/search/label/Scribbler%20Tales
http://pebbleinthestillwaters.blogspot.in/search/label/The%20Briton%20and%20the%20Dane
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/--BhtKAzk3ys/VFfCVnfoPSI/AAAAAAAASiU/l6M2dLN0G8A/s1600/Windsor.JPG
http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673&target=blog
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673&target=twitter
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673&target=facebook
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=6794928391776096508&postID=2269067118323065673&target=pinterest
https://profiles.google.com/u/0/101145271383411064720
https://profiles.google.com/u/0/101145271383411064720

Pebble In The Still Waters: Author Interview: Mary Ann Bernal: Scribbler Tales: The Briton and the Dane Series

5 comments

Add a comment as mary ann bernal

Top comments «

mary ann bernal shared this via Google+ 10 minutes ago - Extended circles

Reply

mary ann bernal 10 minutes ago - Shared publicly
Thanks for hosting me, Jaideep. Had a fun time.

Reply

jaideep khanduja via Google+ 37 minutes ago - Shared publicly

Google+

Author Interview: Mary Ann Bernal: Scribbler Tales: The Briton and the Dane Series

Mary Ann Bernal, author of The Briton and the Dane novels, is an

avid history buff whose area of interest focuses on Ninth Century Anglo-Saxon

Britain during the Viking Age. While
pursuing a degree in business administration, she managed to fit creative
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