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The Briton and the Dane: Concordia 
Travel back in time to late Ninth Century Anglo-Saxon Britain where
Alfred the Great rules with a benevolent hand while the Danish King rules
peacefully within the boundaries of the Danelaw. Trade flourishes, and
scholars from throughout the civilized world flock to Britannia’s shores to
study at the King’s Court School at Winchester. 

Enter Concordia, a beautiful noble woman whose family is favored by the
king. Vain, willful, and admired, but ambitious and cunning, Concordia is not
willing to accept her fate. She is betrothed to the valiant warrior, Brantson,
but sees herself as far too young to lay in the bedchamber of an older
suitor. She wants to see the wonders of the world, embracing everything in
it; preferably, but dangerously, at the side of Thayer, the exotic Saracen
who charms King Alfred’s court and ignites her yearning passions.

Concordia manipulates her besotted husband into taking her to Rome, but
her ship is captured by bloodthirsty pirates, and the seafarers protecting
her are ruthlessly slain to a man. As she awaits her fate in the Moorish
captain’s bed, by sheer chance, she discovers that salvation is at hand in the
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gilded court of a Saracen nobleman.

While awaiting rescue, Concordia finds herself at the center of intrigue,
plots, blackmail, betrayal and the vain desires of two egotistical brothers,
each willing to die for her favor. Using only feminine cunning, Concordia
must defend her honor while plotting her escape as she awaits deliverance,
somewhere inside steamy, unconquered Muslim Hispania.

My Review

I adored Mary Ann Bernal's Concordia which was skillfully written and
filled with ongoing suspense. There is plenty of real life emotion, action
packed with lust, lies and deceit which is explored in such a memorable way. I
was entertained from beginning to end.

This flawless tale was so clear and precise that the words flew off the page
in a very visual way. I drawn in right away and as a reader I could see
Concordia standing in front of me so naturally beginning with her entrance.
She is a captivating character, manipulating but also likable. This tale
instantly brings the reader back to another time and place.

To be honest, this is not my favorite genre but it was more entertaining and
compelling than most stories that I read. I so badly yearned to know where it
would all lead. Would everyone survive? But most of all who would hold
Concordia's heart and keep it? Would the man/men that captured her
heart stand in her way?

This is the first book that I have read in the series and this book certainly
stands on it's own. Though I will have to go back to the beginning...The
Briton and the Dane has caught my interest!

If you enjoyed Condordia, you are sure to love Mary Ann's new book,
Timeline.
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The Briton and the Dane: Timeline

Dr. Gwyneth Franger is a renowned expert in early medieval England who
is set upon learning the truth about the death of Lord Erik, the last

descendant of the powerful House of Wareham.  Her quest becomes an
obsession, a condition that began with the discovery of a portrait of the tall

and valiant warrior with which she forms an extraordinary and inexplicable
bond.

Digesting troves of mildewed scrolls and source documentation only
enhances her belief that Lord Erik was brutally assassinated by a cabal of
traitors in the pay of William the Bastard, shortly before the onslaught of

the Norman Invasion.

On an archeological dig in Southern England, her team unearths an
Anglo-Saxon fortress, a vast citadel built during the reign of Alfred the

Great, which she believes was Lord Erik’s stronghold.  In the midst of her
excitement, she is awakened one night from her slumbers by a disconcerting
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anomaly emerging from the site.

Dr. Franger finds herself transported back to the Dark Ages and at the
side of the noble Lord Erik who commands an army of elite Saxon warriors,

a swift and mobile force able to deploy quickly throughout the kingdom to
ward off invaders.

Witnessing the unrest firsthand, Gwyneth senses that her instincts had
been right all along, and she is determined to learn the identities of the
treacherous blackguards hiding in the shadows, villains who may well be

posing as Lord Erik’s friends and counselors.

Will Gwyneth stop the assassins?  Is she strong enough to walk away and
watch her beloved Erik die?  Or will she intervene, change the course of

history and wipe out an entire timeline to save the man she loves with all her
heart?

My Review

"You will go insane if you do not stop worrying about what will happen
tomorrow. You must live this day given you; tomorrow will take care of itself."

This latest book in Mary Ann Bernal’s series is masterfully written, as I
could visualize all the action going on around me and packed with ongoing
suspense and captivating scenes that make it hard to put this book down. I
was caught up in the emotional tale that was filled with romance, deception
and intriguing encounters. This series is so delightfully entertaining that is
makes you feel like you are a fly on the wall watching things that are not
made for your eyes. Very clever the way the author tells such a unique tale
that makes you want to know even more.

Timeline is from another time (past and present) which was not quite like
anything I have ever read. I enjoyed every second I spent reading this
fascinating book. 
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Mary Ann Bernal, author of The Briton and the Dane novels, is an
avid history buff whose area of interest focuses on Ninth Century Anglo-
Saxon Britain during the Viking Age.  While pursuing a degree in business
administration, she managed to fit creative writing classes and workshops
into her busy schedule to learn the craft, but it would take decades before
her “Erik the Viking” novel was ultimately published.

Mary Ann is also a passionate supporter of the United States military,
having been involved with letter writing campaigns and other support
programs since Operation Desert Storm.  She has appeared on The
Morning Blend television show hosted by KMTV, the CBS television
affiliate in Omaha, and was interviewed by the Omaha World-Herald for
her volunteer work.  She has also been a featured author on Triangle
Variety Radio, The Phil Naessens Show, and The Writers Showcase,
and has been interviewed extensively by American and European bloggers.

Mary Ann is a New York “expat,” and currently resides in Omaha,
Nebraska.
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